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My Logs, 


YouR eminent ſta- 
tion as a Ruler of the Church, 
and your excellent example as a 
member of it, render you, in a 
ſignal manner, the object of at- 
tention to your Clergy: any at- 
tempt on their part to promote 
the cauſe of Chriſtianity, may, 
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perhaps, entitle them to aſſume 
the ſanction of your Lordſhip's 
name, as an argument that their 
labours are directed to a good end: 
the Author of the enſuing Diſ- 
courſes deſires to introduce them 
to the world with that advantage; 
he is equally deſirous, at the ſame 
time, to profeſs himſelf to be, 


In all duty and reſpect, 
Your LoxDSHIP's 


Faithful Servant. 
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TIE three firſt of the follow- 
ing Diſcourſes were deſigned to 
furniſh ſome few comprehenſive 
Obſervations on the holy Seaſons. 
They are grounded on the Judge- 
ment of the Church of England 
in matters where her own wiſdom 
and moderation, and her adherence 
to antiquity, rather than the ex- 


ample. 


| „ - PREFACE 


ample of other reformed Churches, 


have regulated her deciſions. 


The Diſcourſe on the Lord's 
Day is now added. Many who 


are not averſe to religious exer- 


ciſes, entertain imperfect notions 


| of the peculiar circumſtances of 
| the Chriſtan Sabbath; and diſ- 


cover allo too manifeſt fluctuations 


r , 


To AA 


of opinion concerning the pro- 
priety of amuſements, and ſecular 


employments, on that day. 
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They who have peruſed the 
1 controverſies concerning the Sab- 
i" bath 
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bath will know where the diſputed 


points are touched : and others, 


, z 


it is hoped, will find clear rules 


to direct their practice. 
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II. PETER, Ch. i. v. 16. 


« For ave have not followed cunningly-deviſed 
« fables, when aue made known unto you the 
«& power and coming of our Lord Feſus Chrift, 
« but were eye-witneſſes of his majeſty.”* 


Tu Scripture-hiſtory becomes 
the rule of doctrine, and the pattern 
of practice, chiefly by the well- 


atteſted narrative of important facts 
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and actions. 


When Moſes gathered together 
the tribes, with the elders and offi- 
n | cers of Iſrael, to give them a final 
a2 dmonition, and to ſet before them 
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CL 43 
the motives and the conſequences of 
obedience, he ſtated to them the re- 
cords of the days of old, as the 
ground of all the arguments and 
leſſons which he delivered“. 


When Joſhua gave his farewell ex- 
hortation to the choſen people, and 
endeavoured to impreſs upon their 
minds a ſenſe of duty and religion, 
he adopted the ſame mode, and re- 
capitulated diſtinctly and particu- 
larly the tranſactions of paſt ages, 
deducing his perſuaſions from the 
ſacred annals and memorable works 


of ancient timer. 


When 


* Deut. xxxii. f Joſhua, xxiv. 
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When Samuel admoniſhed 'the 
people, upon the confirmation of the 


kingdom to Saul, and upon the con- 
cluſion of that glorious theocracy 
which a ſtubborn generation had re- 
jected, he purſued the ſame plan; 


prefacing his diſcourſe, which was 


afterwards confirmed by a miracle, 
with theſe words: Now therefore 
«© ſtand till, that I may reaſon with 
« you, before the Lord, of all the 
« righteous acts of the Lord, which 


«c 


he did to you and to your fa- 
« thers:” and concluding it, after he 
had urged obedience and encouraged 
repentance, upon the ground of that 
detail, with this admonition: © Only 


BY” . fea 


„ 
© fear the Lord, and ſerve him in 


* truth; for conſider how great 
* things he hath done for you.“ 


In all the reaſonings which the Al- 
mighty himſelf vouchſafed to hold 
with his people by the mouths of his 


nn . 


Prophets, the ſame facts are recited, 
and the ſame great motives ſet in 


view: © Remember,” ſays he, © the 


« former things of old time, for J 
« am God.” * 
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14 The doctrines and precepts of re- Y 

| ligion were thus enforced under the 3 
| j former F 7 
; | w Iſaiah, xli. Iſaiah, xIvi, 9. Jeremiah, li. | 

0 See the prophetical books throughout. 
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former Teſtament: the method alſe 


in the Goſpel ſeems for the moſt part 
to be the ſame. 


The Evangeliſts, who were to pro- 
pagate religion as well as to record 


its annals, accompliſhed both by fur- 


niſhing a plain and ſimple narrative 


of cach circumſtance and action in 
the life of. our Redeemer, the Holy 
Ghoſt bearing witneſs with them in 
a ſignal manner. To publiſh the 
ſeveral events which God had brought 
to paſs, and to convert the ſouls of 
men, made one deſign with them, 
and were effected by ene method. 


B + When 


- 3 * na 
-_ 4 - ＋ 3 OE 
2 a * — 
OS ON I EO Ender = y 


LY ad bo aaa — 


1 
When our Lord's Apoſtles preach- 


ed, we find them following the ſame 
order. 


The firſt preaching of St. Peter, 
after the deſcent of the Holy Spirit, 
was a plain aſſertion of inconteſtable 
facts, of which the Jews themſelves 
had been witneſſes, compared with 
the prophecies of David, and ſtated 
in their true import“. Again, at 
the gate of the temple, he delivers 
the ſame form of dodtrine:+ and 


when the angel of the Lord had re- 


leaſed that holy Apoſtle from the 


priſon 


* Ads, ii. 22, &, + Acts, iii. 13, Ke. 


x 


[SF 

priſon into which he had been caſt 
for thoſe words, and had faid unto 
him, „Go ſtand, and ſpeak in the 
« tempte the words of this life,” 
we find him, in obedience to this 
command, rehearſing openly the 


ſame ſignal events*. 


The defence and doctrine of St. 
Stephen, was a clear recital of the 
ſacred records, recapitulated, and 
brought down to their final comple= 
tion in Chriſt JeſusT, 
The preaching of St. Peter to Cor- 
| nelius and his company, at the calling 
of the Gentiles, was a brief and 
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compendious narrative of evangelical 
events“. 


St. Paul, in his preaching in the 
Fomnagogue of Antioch, traverſes the 


ſame field, and purſues the ſame or- 
der with St. Stephen F. 


N 


St. John urges the ſame inſtances 
of ſacred hiſtory; and, without fur- 


ther arguments, builds the ſame per- 


ſuaſions upon them. 


From this agreement it is evident 
that ſuch a mode of preaching was 
not caſual. 


'The 


As, x. , # Ads, $18, 16, ae. 
+ 1. John, iv. 9, &c. 
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1 The contentions and diviſions with 
Ihe Jews and others, introduced diſ- 
Furſive arguments. Ihe illuſtration 
pf many legal types, and their com- 
Pariſon with the ſubſtantial benefits 


- pf the goſpel, occaſioned ſome diſ- 


C uſſions, and eſtabliſhed many points 
pf doctrine very needful for our 


Wnowledge and improvement: but 


ill the ſimple pattern of inſtruction 


as the hiſtory of Chriſt; the ſeries 
pf events that uſhered in the long- 


expected Saviour; the circumſtances 


nd detail of what he taught, and 


id, and ſuffered. 


The apoſtolical Epiſtles, ſetting 


part the anſwers given to various 


queſtions 
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queſtions brought in by oppoſets, 
and the rules relating to the govern- 
ment and diſcipline of the Church, 
enumerate the ſame facts, and urge 
the ſame examples ; delivering them 
as the form of faith, and the ſtand- 
ard of obedience. Thus the Apoſtle 
writes to the Corinthians: I de- 
te clare unto you the Goſpel which 
6 preached unto you, which alfo 
«« ye have received, and wherein ye 
ſtand; by which alſo ye are ſaved, 
if ye keep in memory what I 
preached unto you, unleſs ye have 
«© believed in vain: for I delivered 
«« unto you firſt of all that which I 
received: how that Chriſt died 
« for our ſins, according to the 
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cc 


cc 
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wy Scrip- 
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WT <* Scriptures; and that he was bu- 


( ricd; and that he roſe again the 


IT << third day, according to the Scrip- 


8 < tures; and that he was ſeen of 
Cephas, then of the twelve; after 


that he was ſeen of above five 


WT <* hundred brethren at once, of 
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whom the greater part remain 
unto this preſent, but ſome are 
| © fallen aſleep: after that he was 
| © ſeen of James; then of all the 
| *© Apoſtles; and laſt of all, he was 


*« Teen of me alſo.” 


* 


The conformity of the life and ac- 
tions of Chriſt to the prophecics of 
the Old Teſtament, formed indecd the 
tulleſt demonſtration to the Jews of 


his 


„ 
his divine commiſſion, and of the 
truth of what he declared; which $ | 
diſcovers ſurther to us how the prov- 
ing theſe points comprehended both 
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narrative and argument, and became 3 
at once the fitteſt method of furniſh. 
ing conviction and inſtruction. For | 
this end the Apoſtles were choſen by | 
Whit Chriſt to be eye-witneſſes of his 
| actions, that, by proving afterwards 
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1 the word of prophecy, they might | 
_ eſtabliſh the truth of his divine miſ- | 7 
ſion and holy revelations. 1 
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8 Having ſhown that the great truths 
of religion, and the chief teſtimonies 
' i of the will and providence of God, 
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are delivered to us hiſtorically ; it 
muſt be remarked here, that it is not 
intended, in this ſtatement, to paſs 
by the main foundations of religion 
the divine Laws. They are con- 
ſtantly underſtood to be the chief 


| Moſt High, was wrought to vindi- 
cate their credit among men: nor 
are examples, concerning which we 
# ſhall proceed to treat, to be regarded 
any farther than they are conform- 
: able to the known rule and fixed 
Tz authority of God's commandments. 


Keeping theſe remarks in mind, we 


may proceed to ſtate the advantage of 


the 
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the hiſtorical method uſed in Scrip- 
ture for our inſtruction. We ſhall | 
find with what propriety the ſame 
plan and order was adopted in the 
Catholic Creeds of the Church. 


> 


forth a formulary as the ſum ot 
what he was to teach, he delivers 


this epitome of Goſpel-hiſtory : 
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St. Paul himſelf ſeems to have 
ſet the pattern; and in the charge 
which he gave to Timothy, ſetting 
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Great is the myſtery of godlineſs: 
God was manifeſt in the fleſh; 
juſtified in the ſpirit; ſeen of 
angels ; preached unto the Gen- 
tiles; believed on in the world; 
received up into glory. And thus 
| there 


E 


there was a model given for ſucceed- 
ing Creeds. Accordingly a plain 
aſſertion of the three Perſons in the 
Godhead, and a brief recital of the 
great events of the Goſpel, compoſe 
nearly the whole ſubſtance of the 
earlieſt Creeds. It vas the folly and 
perverſeneſs of gainſayers which ren- 
dered explanations and deductions 


neceſſary in the Creeds which fol- 
lowed. 


Fhe records of Scripture when 
thus viewed. in their ſimpleſt ſenſe 
and application, whilſt they with- 
hold us from purſuing abſtract rea- 
ſonings, will ſupply the beſt rules of 
taith and practice. When we read 
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the ſeveral circumſtances of the in- 


carnation of our bleſſed Lord as re- 


lated by the Evangeliſts, we require 


no long deduction to aſſure us that 
he is © God of God.” When we 
trace the narrative of the miracles 
which he wrought 1n his own name, 
we ſhall be ready with St. Thomas 
to exclaim «© my Lord and my 
« God;” and with St. Stephen to 
When 
we peruſe in the ſame volume the 


ſad recital of his ſufferings we ſhall 


as readily acknowledge him to be 


very man, acquainted with grief, and 
though without ſin, ſubject to infir- 
When. alſo the 
SCripture-hiſtory ſets forth the viſible 

deſcent 


mity and ſorrow. 
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deſcent of the Holy Spirit upon the 


Son whilſt the Father proclaims his 
dignity from heaven, we ſhall know 
with certainty that the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt are diſtin& Perſons: 
and then if the ſeveral acts in which 
their divine Power was diſplayed 
be duly noticed, the great truth of 
revealed religion concerning the na- 
ture of the Deity will readily appear. 
In this great Article therefore the 
plain narrative of the ſacred Penmen 


becomes a ſufficient and infallible 


guide to us. 


From the doctrines, let us paſs to 


what is practical in our religion. 


GA. — 


TT as ] 

The main practice of Chriftianity, 
as inculcated by St. Paul, is grounded 
chiefly upon a conformity to Chriſt, 
and reſol ves into that great exemplar. 
The Apoſtle conſtantly reminds us 
that the ſeveral portions of his hiſtory 
become to us the grounds of imita- 
tion, ſave in ſuch actions as ſurpaſſed 
the power of man, and were proper 
only to the Son of God. But, even 
in thoſe acts of Chriſt which were 
miraculous, the general circum- 
ſtances of charity and good-will are 
held our for us to imitate. 


Every action of Chriſt, as it was 
full of excellence, ſo was it deſigned 
to be a fund of perpetual graces 


and 


C 4 
and aſſiſtances to the children of 


men. 


A faithful recollection of exem- 
plary facts and actions, and a dutiful 
conformity of conduct to thoſe au- 
thentic teſtimonies, will go far to 
conſtitute the ſubſtance of a Chriſtian 
life. The mind without difficulty 
builds profitable leſſons on thoſe 
well-atteſted records: a careful re- 
membrance of the fact, and a zealous 
Imitation of the action, form ſure 
meaſures of religion. The weakneſs 
of our apprehenſion, and the vanity 
of our affections, are but too apt to 
miſlead us, when we wander from 


theſe ſources of inſtruction. 
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In full agreement with this ſcheme 
of faith and duty, appear the piety 
and wiſdom of the bleſſed Virgin, 
recorded by St. Luke. To lay up 


the words of God in the heart, to 
attend their iſſue with a perfect re- 


ſignation, to treaſure up the paſſages 
of ourRedecmer's holy lite, deſcribed 
the meaſure of her faith: and to 
yield entire obedience to the will of 
God, compoſed the ſum of her obe- 
dience. Whilſt ſhe underſtood not 
theſe things perfectly, ſhe ſtored them 
in her memory, and conſidered them 
in ſecret ; but when the whole order 
of God's providence in thoſe won- 


derful events was revealed, it became 


the duty of every convert to the 


word - 
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word of truth and ſalvation to record 
them in their hearts, and to tran- 


{cribe them alſo in their lives. 


Our Lord whilft he ſet forth the 
rules of good life by his own example, 
employed alſo a method of inſtruc- 
tion by means of narrative in his 
parables. They are illuſtrations of 
duty, by character and actions. The 
inſtances of every virtue which ſhone 
forth in the life of our Redeemer, 
were indeed declared by the Evan- 
geliſt to have been multiplied beyond 
the bounds of hiſtory ; but there are 
not wanting in the ſacred records. 
ſuch circumſtances of connexion as 
ſerve to indicate the progreſs, and 


„„ to 
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to knit together the paſſages of that 
holy life, with which the benefits 


and bleſſings of redemption kept 
pace, and by which the ſeveral parts 
and meaſures of the divine command- 


ments are illuſtrated. 


Thus in points of practice, and in 
the neceſſary rules of well- doing, the 
records of our Saviour's faultleſs 
conduct, the many inſtances of low- 
lineſs, of mildneſs and beneficence, 


which ſhone therein ſo plenteouſly, 


exhibit a full pattern for our 1mita- 


tion. A ſteadfaſt, uniform, and 
zealous application of that example 
in our own deportment cannot be 
too earneſtly purſued ; in as much as 

to 


( Tens aA 


„ 
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| to reſemble the Son, is to conform 
to the will of the Father, the thing 
for which we pray daily; and to fol- 
low the ſame pattern, is to approach 
in due degrees to the divine perfec- 
| tions, which is the principal obliga- 


tion of our nature. 


In conformity to this rule of faith 
and practice, and to this method of 
propagating and maintaining it, ap- 
pear the falutary inftitutions of the 
Church, which allow to each memo- 
Table point of this important hiſtory, 
a celebration and a ſeaſon vindicated 
rom the common lapſe of ordinary 
days, and appropriated to expreſs and 


lolemn obſervance. 


The 
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guifhed uſes of religion. 


1 | 
The expedience and utility of thefe 


conſecrated times are eminently viſi- 


ble: they fix each particular of the 


facred ſtory witha lively energy upon 
the mind ; they recall the circum- 
ſtances of them with eſpecial force; 
they hallow the. regular reverſions 


and periods of the year to diſtin- 


The Almighty, of old time, in ap- 
pointing his Sabbaths, made choice 
of thoſe ſeaſons which, in their re- 
turn, reflected what had been before 
tranſacted. The whole conſent and 
uſage of mankind have acquieſced in | 
ſuch commemorations, by which the 
deeds of former ages are rehearſed, 


the 


1 1 


Nie annals of antiquity preſerved, and 


[4 


w_ 


Irneir influence renewed. 


= To the life of our Redeemer, the 

perfect pattern of goodneſs, the lives 
and actions of his moſt diftinguiſhed 
faithful ſervants ſucceed, in a 
lower order of example. The firſt 
is the ſole image of perfection, the 
| ſtandard of a faultleſs piety, the full 
model of an entire and meritorious 
obedience. But in many inſtances 
the ſecondary examples are alſo con- 
| ſpicuous among the records given 
| for our improvement; they are re- 
commended to the faithful in all 
ages, with the endearments and the 
cogency of a near fellowſhip. Al- 
though 


rank, and by our fide. 


L 28 J 
tough Chriſt has in his goodneſ; 
allowed to ſuch as fulfil his will the 
titles of brethren, and of the cloſeſt 
kindred to himſelf, yet he alone had | 


the elder brother's portion, the unc- 3 


tion without meaſure. In the mem- | 
bers there has exiſted a common L 5 
condition, a common union of in- ; 
tereſts, a common nced deriving ſuc- ; 
cour from the ſame ſource. The | 
example of a fellow-ſoldier, though | 
leſs eminent 1n value and authority 
than that of the chief captain and 
firſt leader, is greatly animating, is 


near at hand to us, even in our own 


1 „ 

rne conſtancy of ſuch holy per- 
Pons under ſufferings of all kinds be- 
| Fame as loud a teſtimony of the truth, 


Es their teaching and their ſanctity. 


4 he Inſtruments of malice, who 
prought ſo many of them to cruel 
trials, were but the miniſters to their 
glory; they preſented to them the 
| cup of their divine Maſter, and united 
thoſe to him in the fellowſhip of ſuf- 
| ferings, who had before lived with 
1 him, and followed him in the fellow- 
3 ſhip of love; they placed crowns 
BZ upon their brows, which were to 
1 gliſten with eternal brightneſs when 
their own polluted diadems ſhould 
fall into the duſt—ſhould be torn 
from their heads by the hands of 
private 
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altars where another interceſſor than 


t  ] 
private treachery or public tumut; 
or mix an ineffectual ſplendour with} 


the horrors of ſome dire diſeaſe. 


The pious celebration of the me- 
mories of Chriſt's faithful ſoldiers, 
conſtituted a part of the earlieſt ſer. 
vices among Chriſtians. Their tombs 
were made the places of aſſembly; 


not as ſhrines for adoration ; not as 


the Son of God might be invoked, i 
or other merits pleaded than thoſe 1 
of one ſufficient Saviour; but a 4 
places made dear by the remains of I 
ſome ſufferer in the cauſe of Chriſt, 1 
or ſome zealous promoter of his holy Þ 
religion, the memory of whoſe virtues 


bloſſomed 


EN 3 : 
A bloſſomed like the rod of Aaron, 
though the branch was cut off from 


its carthly ſtock. 


The ſepulchres of the good and 


TE pious ſpake as forcibly to the minds 


of men as their former eloquence, 
and, like the grave of Eliſha, which 
| reſtored to life the departed, animated 
many in the cauſe of truth. The 
holy Brethren did not adorn their 
tombs with the falſe zeal with which 
the hypocrites among the Jews deco- 
rated the tombs of the Prophets, 
whom they had before perſecuted and 
ſtoned. The bodies of thoſe who 
ſealed their teſtimony with their 


blood, or maintained it through their 


lives 
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ES 
lives with unwearied zeal and. dili. | 
gence, were borne to the grave, az 3 
that of St. Stephen was carried forth, 
with lamentation and attendance; 4 
and the ſurviving witneſſes in the ; 
cauſe of truth celebrated their me- 
mories, without giving teſtimony WR 


againſt themſelves. 


If the uſe of external objects or 
repreſentations. have occaſioned a 
perverſion in the practices of men, 
yet the pious duty, and the ſpiritual 
benefit, are not to be excluded. If 
the brazen ſerpent, which Moſes de- 
poſtted in the houſe of God, as a 
memorial and token of the divine 
mercy, became an object of ſuper- 
ſtitlon, 


E 
ſtition, and was therefore broken by 
the pious hands of Hezekiah; ſtill 
the memory of that event, which had 
been atteſted by it, did not become 
leſs dear; nor did the recollection of 
it ceaſe to oblige the conſciences, or 
to. bind upon the hearts of men. In 
like manner, if the tomb and the 
relic k were abuſed by a ſuperſtitious 
regard, which provoked the whole- 
ſome violence of reformation ; ſtill 
the ſpiritual part, the call to imitate 
the illuſtrious piety, and to celebrate 
the memories of thoſe in whom the 
graces of religion ſhone forth ſo con- 
ipicuouſly, is not done away. We 
are not to deny a place in our re- 


-membrance and affections, to thoſe 


D ſervants 


* ] 
ſervants of the Lord, whoſe. high 


commiſſion, and ſingular endow. 


ments, whoſe conſtant ſervices and 
faithful labours, have eſtabliſhed for 
them an eminent diſtinction in the 
records of the Church. 


i As the memorials of the miracles 
F which were wrought in Ægypt, and 
4 in the wilderneſs, although not laid 
| | * up with God's commandments, poſ- 
Y ſeſſed a place beſide the Ark, in like 
manner, the names and examples of 
| | the Saints are now depoſited where 
0 piety may contemplate them with 
ſafety, and may praiſe God for his 
4 former goodneſs, praying to be con- 
. tinued in that communion which 
| com- 


E 
omprehends, according to their ſe- 
veral conditions, the departed and the 
living, and in which the will of God 


is done on earth, as it is in heaven. 


To the memory of one of thoſe 
holy and diſtinguiſhed perſons, an 
Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, choſen and 
accepted by him with peculiar appro- 
bation, for his ſimplicity of heart, 
and ready faith, our attention is at 
this time called. His labours in the 
miniſtry of the word are juſtly cele- 
brated ; his martyrdom is thought 
to have been peculiarly cruel. Our 
Church meddles not in uncertain le- 
gends ; and though the general ac- 


counts of the-ſcene and termination 
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of his Apoſtleſhip are of good credit, 
we are directed only to pray, that, 
through the grace of God, that love 
for the word, and that readineſs to 
publiſh it, which were manifeſted in 
this holy Apoſtle, may abound in the 
Church of Chriſt. 


In compliance therefore with the 
wiſe and ſalutary proviſions which 
are made for commemorating firſt 
the life and actions of our Lord him- 
ſelf, and then thoſe of his faithful 
witneſſes, let us keep in mind the 
ſeveral inſtances of their noble and 
unwearied zeal, that we may ſhun 
the folly of thoſe ſubtle queſtions 
which tend to exerciſe the fancy-and 
i0 


E 


to kindle animoſities, rather than to 
regulate the conſcience, or compoſe 
the ſubſtance of a reaſonable ſer- 
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The value and importance of each 
paſſage in the great work of redemp- 
tion is ſet forth in the teſtimonies of 
he = the Holy Scriptures. There the ſuc- 

ceſſive glory which diſtinguiſhed the 
progreſs of that work ſhines with a 
3 7 | perpetual ſplendour. That the mind 
8 may be induced to follow the ſame 
track, in the ſame order, the ſeveral 
periods for celebrating thoſe events 
in 1 have been appointed. Thus the very 
cCourſe of time, which is ſilent and 
illuſive to the careleſs and ungodly, 

1 has 


E 


has a voice for the conſiderate, di- 


recting them how to turn the ſacred 
pages of the Scripture. Thus as our 


Redeemer marked each portion of 
the year with ſome footſtep of his 
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| own, his followers are inſtructed to 
j purſue thoſe ſacred veſtiges with an 
ji uniform and regular attention. 

9 Finally let us trace the ſolid 
Wo grounds of a right belief and dutiful 
ji deportment in the faithful narrative 
j of thoſe events, and by the ſteady 
| light of thoſe examples which leave 
5 little to imagination; in which the 
il native ſplendour of divine truth, and 
4h the ſalutary rules of righteouſneſs are 


demonſtrated for our direction. Nor 


will 


— 


- 
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will ſuch wiſe and humble reſolu- 
tions at all confine the courſe of pru- 
dent diſquiſitions, where opinions 
ſhall be made to miniſter to godlineſs, 
but ſhall not be ſuffered to become 
the ſubſtitutes for well-doing. The 
uſeful aids of learning and of well- 
directed ſtudies, the collateral proofs 
and evidences of religion, the juſt de- 
fences of it from its own excellence, 
the right concluſions from all ſolid 
arguments and perſuaſions, are highly 
beneficial and expedient; they are 
molt applicable to a diſpen ſation emi- 
nently reaſonable, and expreſsly cal- 
culated to enlarge the human mind. 
Such helpful methods of defending 
and promoting true religion may 
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ſerve to illuſtrate the divine Laws 
and Revelations, to inveſtigate the 
order and proportion of God's works 
and teſtimonies, to refine and elevate 
our zeal, and to invigorate our con- 
victions. But the ſpeculations and 
reſults of human reaſon can furniſh 
no addition to the perfect body of 
divine truth. The ſacred records of 
inſpired Hiſtorians, the leſſons and 


examples which were written for our 


inſtruction and imitation, continue 


for ever to be the ſtandard of a ſound 


faith, and to ſupply the rules of good 
life. The modeſt hand-maid of Re- 
ligion, true Philoſophy, will not pre- 
fume to erect any rival theories, 
where contemplation will employ 


the 


L 41 


the utmoſt vigour of her facul- 
ies; where a dutiful and ſtudious 


imitation, proſpered by divine aid, 
will lead to the higheſt ſummits of 
wiſdom and holineſs of which our 
| preſent ſtate is capable, and will en- 
| ſure a fulneſs of thoſe graces for the 


time to come. 
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MATT: xvi. 2 


10 If any man will come after me, let him deny 
cc himſelf.” 


No period of a life which is ap- 
pointed for probation can admit of 

floth. But when a ſpecial diligence 
is exacted, when the watch is doubled 
at the gates of the Church, to be 
found deficient in ſuch times of trial 
will denote a diſaffected ſpirit, and a 


weak attachment to the main in- 
tereſts of religion. 


Before we proceed to ſet forth the 
utility and expedience of thoſe rules 


of 
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of diſcipline which the Goſpel re- 


46 J 


commends in general terms, and for 
the exerciſe of which the Church 
appoints the ſtated ſeaſons, it may 
be neceſſary to remove ſome pre- 
judices which have obtained among 
us, to the detriment of piety and 
truth. 


The great errors which took place 
concerning thoſe exerciſes which 
were ſo much practiſed in the firſt 
ages of Chriſtianity, were briefly 
theſe—the notion of a meritorious 
quality in the ſeveral acts of morti- 
fication; the vain opinion that ſalva- 
tion could be earned by mere ſeve- 
rities; the fond conceit that a proper 
ſatis- 


3 
3 


E 


atis faction for Sins committed coùld 


be wrought by ſelf- revenge; the 
goctrine of ſelf-flattery which taught 
f men to place pre-eminence in the 
practice of what is neceſſary chieffy 
BY by infirmity and imperfection; the 
| falſe perſuaſions which led men to 
imagine that they could eſtabliſh a 
credit on their ſide by ſuch per- 


| formances. 


In conſidering theſe inſtances of 


| miſconception or perverſion which 
E | ſprang from ill guided zeal, or were 

introduced by artful ſubſtitution, we 
ſhould not whilſt we regard the groſs 
Error, overlook the ground of truth 
v pon which it is built. 
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The chief perverſion lay in putting 
the means for the end, the aids of 
diſcipline for the ſubſtance of reli. 
gion; in exalting the acts of ſelf. 
denial above their order, and dwelling 
in them for their own ſakes. We 
may render any good endeavour 
worthleſs and deceitful, if we magnify 
it above the end to which it 1s or- 
dained. The true doctrine of ſelf. 
denial is not in the ſmalleſt degree 
affected by theſe miſconceptions. 
The precepts of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, and the rules and ordi- 
nances of the Church, ſtand entirely 


clear of theſe abuſes. 


Le 
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Let us then conſider the real obli- 
gation and utility, firſt, of ſelf-denial 
as one branch of the general condi- 
tion of Chriſtianity, then, of thoſe 
acts of ſelf-denial which conſtitute 
the ſeaſonable diſcipline enjoined at 


this time. 


Concerning ſelf-denial as it is gene- 
rally neceſſary, the precept is diſtinct 
and uncquivocal, and is delivered by 
our Lord in perſon—“ If any man 
e will come after me, let him deny 
« himſelf” the primary ſenſe of 
which words might perhaps refer 
chiefly to the ſacrifices which Chriſ- 
tians were called upon to make in 
proteſſion of the faith, during times 

E of 
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of perſecution. But, in order to 


treat of ſelf-denial in its general im- 
port, as it is calculated to ſuppreſs 
the growth of evil inclinations, and 
to promote the love of God, we muſt 
aſſume that application of the pre- 
cept which the Apoſtle appears to 


have made, when he ſays, “all things 


are lawful unto me, but all things | 

1] - are not expedient.” 5 

. By the mode in which the doc- il 
1 trines of ſelf-denial are entertained, 
„ they ſhould ſeem to be the peculiar 


1 
i | | yoke of religious practice. They 
Mt rank, indeed, among the ſpecial leſ- 
b {ons of the Goſpel, which is the only 
A diſpenſation that adapts inſtruction 
IM to the needs of its diſciples, whilſt 
. it 


[© I 


it holds out a perfect rule of virtue. 


| J The law of conſcience, and the law 
of Moſes, were ſufficient to reprove 
the ſinner. The commiſſion of evil 
brings with it its own witneſſes and 
its own plagues. Few arguments are 
| neceſſary to demonſtrate the hateful- 
| neſs of ſin, the guilt of diſobedience, 
| | and the dreadful conſequences of 
E iniquity : but to perſuade men to 
look for pleaſures in another ſcene 
Jof exiſtence, in preference to preſent 
4 allurements, to expoſe the inſignifi- 
aance of temporal enjoyments and 
4 poſſeſſions, when compared with 
: future glories, to ſhow the danger of 
| them, when they fill the mind, and 


1 engroſs the heart, and, in conformity 


E 2 | to 
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to theſe demonſtrations, to induce 
men not to ſcttle their affections 
upon them, or in many inſtances, 
and under many circumſtances, to 


renounce them, required the ſtrong 


perſuaſions of divine truth. A very 
flight conſideration will, however, 
ſerve to ſatisfy us, that the uſual 


objects of purſuit among men, whe- 


ther glory, benefit, or pleaſure, whe- 


; 7 ther noble emulation s, prudent cares, 9 
i or vicious paſſions prompt their 4 
Mat! 

# 4 efforts, involve ſome ſevere condi- 
„ | tions. Without ſelf-governmentand 

Wb: | Telf-denial, nothing excellent can be : 
8 | attained; no virtue can be proſe- 
io cuted, no uſeful art acquired, 10 

3 | ſcience maſtered, no accompliſhmen 

lt 


[ 6 | 


made perfect. Without forbearance 


of many kinds, man would become 
by turns a baſe follower of ſenſual 
appetites, a tyrant in the exerciſe of 
power, a mercenary in the mutual 
ſervices of ſociety, an invader of all 
order, and a ſlave to every guſt of 
paſſion. Philoſophy could teach 
theſe things of old, and could induce 
men to abhor the violence and tumult 
of unreſtrained defires. If the diſ- 
ciples of the heathen ſchools could 
ſuffer, yet without true ſelf-abaſe- 
ment, and chooſe poverty, yet with- 
out that poverty of ſpirit which the 
goſpel recommends; if they could 
curd the law of appetite, without 
thoſe powerful inducements which 
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are now provided to confirm the rule 
of reaſon ; if they could cultivate, 


by ſtern and ſevere methods, a pro- 
bity which too often terminated in 
its relation to the common rights and 
cenſures of mankind, or which ex- 
pired within the breaſt that harboured 
it, in ſelf- applauſe; ſhall the Chriſtian 
ſcholar find difficulties in his leſſon, 
with a meek, patient, and ſuffering 
Redeemer for his teacher, and with 
a deathleſs palm for his reward: 
Probation has at all times been the 
teſt of virtue; and difficulty, the in- 
diſpenſable condition of victory and 
favour. There 1s nothing therefore 
ſtrange in this doctrine, nothing in- 
conſiſtent with the ordinary practice 


01 


fn 5 


of mankind, or with the common 


fate of human attainments. 


There are, however, peculiar mea- 
ſares of ſelf-denial, proper to the 
diſciples of Chriſt ; meaſures which 
are derived from the diſcoveries of 
Revelation; which anſwer to the ſtate 
of man, as it is repreſented by the 
word of God, and which are adapted 


to the terms and conditions of the 


Goſpel. Let us then proceed to 
conſider the true ground of this ſalu- 


tary exerciſe. 


Chriſtian ſelf-denial reſts upon 
two pillars—Humility and Faith: it 
grounds its practice upon an eſtimate 
E 4 of 


no 
of human weakneſs, and it leans upon 
the promiſes of God. 


When men had ſo far departed 
from a right knowledge of them- 
ſelves, that pride could cleave to 
forrow and infirmity, the Church of 
Chriſt became the only ſchool of 


humble manners. The examples of 


abaſement meet us at the threſhold. 
Wi The mean repute of Bethlehem, and 

| the circumſtances which accompa— 
1 nied the birth of the Meſſiah, place 

| humility in the firft approaches to 
"5:01 the Goſpel: it ſalutes us at our en- 
trance, and muſt abide with us in all 
our courſe. The preſent ſtate of 
ot man preſents a picture which cannot 
8 be 
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be contemplated with exultation or 


complacency. Whoever will con- 
{ider that mixture of infirmity and 
imperfection which appears in the 
accounts of every man, however 
honourable in has generation, or high 
in comparative deſert, whoever will 
regard that bondage to neceſſities of 
various ſorts, which ſo often counter- 
acts the beit deſigns, will find ample 
admonitions to ſuppreſs the ſallies of 
preiumption : he will perceive ſuffi- 
cient arguments to convince him that 
we are not yet conquerors, nor eſta- 
bliiked in quiet poſſeſſion of the 
crown of life, but ſubject to tempta- 


tions, and prone to failings and for- 


getfulneſs. A contemplation of this 
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nature cannot fail to ſuggeſt to us 


the Apoſtle's exhortation, Be not 
* high-minded, but fear.“ Humi. 
lity therefore 1s the ground of pru- 
dence and ſalutary fear; and the arts 
of timely caution, ſelf-denial, dili- 
gent correction of faults yet recent, 
habitual reſtrictions and abatements, 
ſhould reſult from ſuch well-founded 
apprehenſions. 


Faith comes now to be conſidered 
as another ground of ſelf-denial. 
Faith, by putting us under the con- 
duct of future hopes and fears, en- 


courages us to reſiſt the influence of 


things preſent, and calls in the help 


of ſelf-denial to rule them with a 


ſtrong 


[ 9 
ſtrong hand. The right uſe, and the 
true nature of this world are taught 
by faith ; and the firſt document in 
the eſtimate deſtroys at once a great 
proportion of the fallacies of life, by 
ſtating our condition under the cove- 
ant of Chriſt to be a pilgrimage, in 
which we have no continuing city, 
but © profeſs to ſeek a country.“ 
This ſtate and condition was exhi- 
bited in the lives and manners of the 
Patriarchs, who contented themſelves 
with manſions and poſſeſſions as tran- 
tory as their own ſtate; coveting 
no more in this world than a tent 
tor their abode, a valley for their 
110ck, and a tomb for their remains. 
Much more will faith remind the 
Chriſtian 


| 684 1 


Chriſtian traveller, not to prefer the 
pilgrimage, to the country which is 


ſought ; not to turn the ſuccours and 
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and impediments; not to live in ſuch 
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habits of improvidence, as if he were 
already in his own land, and had 
nothing of the toils and dangers of 
a journey to make him heedful and 
conſiderate. Self- denial therefore 
ſprings from faith, and is inſeparably 


coupled with it. 


From the grounds of ſelf-denial, 
1 under the Goſpel, we may paſs on to 


ot the method of its operation. 
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To deny the works and wages of 
ſin, and to ſerve God, is the plain 
and indiſpenſable rule of duty: but 


without ſome ſacrifices, in which 


even innocent and lawful things may 


ſometimes be involved, it will not 


be always eaſy, nor perhaps poſſible, 
to diſcharge the debt of ſervice and 


_ obedience which is required of us. 


The Apoſtle's maxim therefore takes 
place, and thoſe things which how- 
ever lawful, are inexpedient, muſt 


be prudently retrenched. 


We are bound by ſtrong and clear 
injunctions, to be temperate in the 
uſe of preſent things, to avoid all 

| ſoli- 


„ —-* 


ſolicitude and all delicacy in ſuch 


matters; to check a blind attach- 
ment to them, and to diſcourage an 
anxiety for their increaſe. Theſe 
appear to be the neceſlary meaſures 
of the rule of duty : but that theſe 
general limits may be truly obſerved, 
the methods of maintaining due for- 
bearance are expreſſed in many places, 
by precepts which inſtruct us, that, 
in order to avoid the taint of vice, 


we muſt endeavour prudently and 
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ſeaſonably to retrench its opportuni- 
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ties. We are taught, after reſolving 
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to refrain from evil, to cut off, as we 


may be able, its occaſions. 


L013 

We have abundant teſtimony that 
a ſpirit of indulgence, even in lawful 
things, tends perpetually to' more 
dangerous advances. The ſenſual 
appetites have naturally no limits, 
but what they receive from reaſon, 
and the law of the mind: neither 
can ordinary gratifications be ad- 
mitted to form the main ends of life ; 
nor ſhould they be ſuffered to gain 
ſuch aſcendancy in our affections, as 
to make us liable to forget their true 
nature and intrinſic value. A de- 
cided preference muſt therefore be 
given to what is of a kind ſuperior 


to common calls and common appe- 


= fites, or the beſt faculties and the 


nobleſt properties of man will de- 


cline. 


EA 3 


line. Self-denial facilitates that pre- 
ference, and prevents that declen- 


ſion. 


It is evident that things innocent 
in their own nature, frequently be— 
come hurtful by continuance and 
repetition, and grow imperceptibly 
from lawful meaſures to exceſſes. 
Our Lord reminds us of temptations, 
and points out vigilance and prayer 
as neceſſary preventives. The force 
of habit, which attaches us ſo inſen- 
ſibly to trivial things, can only be 
hindered from enlarging its influence, 
by ſome reſolute and ſeaſonable in- 
fringement of its power; and by ſuch 


overt acts of ſelf-denial as may alfo 
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prove, from time to time, our readi- 
"neſs to renounce inferior objects, and 
our contempt of them in compariſon 
of better intereſts. 


It is eaſy to perceive the danger 
and the evil conſequences of unre- 
mitted care for preſent objects. The 
human mind, though large and com- 
prehenſive in its ſcope, is limited in 
the application of its faculties: it 


cannot embrace many things with 


the ſame attention. That purſuit 


which chgages our moſt frequent 
wiſhes and endeavours, will give a 
bias to the heart, which will indiſ- 
poſe it for all other things When 
ſome favourite object bears the chief 
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ſway in our hearts, other intereſts in 
vain ſolicit our attention: they may 
be more important, but they are leſs 
familiar; they may be more neceſ- 


ſary, but they are leſs beloved. From 


theſe obvious reaſons, it is evident 


how juſtly our Redeemer cautions. 
his diſciples, not to ſuffer common 


concerns or common allurements to 


rule in their affections; declaring in 


a peremptory manner, that we can- 
not ſerve two maſters; and ground- 
ing many rules of ſelf-denial upon 


that poſition, 


This, then, is the ſum of our re- 
flections upon this head. We have 
learned that the treachery of preſent 
7 things 
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things renders a far ſtricter limitation 


neceſſary than our inclination might 
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point out, or than our choice might 
decree ; that, to refrain from fin, we 
are required to reject forbidden 
things; but, to avoid danger, we 
muſt often decline thoſe which are 
permitted ; that, in order to fulfil 
the claims of duty, we muſt adopt 
the meaſures of prudence. In the 
performance of our ſervices there is 
allo a ſcale of excellence: and, in 
order to excel, we mult uſe the arts 


of improvement. 


We have learned alſo theſe ſeveral 
methods, in which ſelf-denial ope- 
rates to good ends. It cuts off the 


F 2 occa- 


[@] 
occaſions of offence; it counteracts 
the firſt motions and prime overture 
of ſin; and, by quelling that evi) 
growth, encourages the progreſs and 
increaſe of piety and good affections; 
it furniſhes remedies and incentives; 
it extends its influences and regards. 
to the paſt and to the future, as. 
powerful enemy to all evil acts and 
inclinations, and as an effectual in- 


ſtrument of holineſs. 


We may add alſo, that ſelf-denial 
becomes a juſt expreſſion of concern 
for our common condition, and of 
ſorrow for our paſt offences, which 
is the firſt part of repentance; and 
that it tends to ſecure a future amend- 
ment, 


ent, 


gs, $2 


ment, which is the laſt and beſt part 
of repentance. Such an exerciſe of 


ſelf-denial as may ſerve to indicate 
a. dejected ſpirit, by which alſo the 
body, :as the partner and occaſion of 
ſe many fins, is ſignificantly humbled, 


is proper to offenders, and has ever 


been ſo eſteemed and ſo appointed in 


the Church of God in all ages, and 
under all diſpenſations. The refuſing of 


rdinary gratificattons for a while, 
ſets forth in a lively manner a be- 
coming ſenſe that we have been un- 
worthy of them; it ſhows a due con- 
cern for our frequent miſuſe of them, 
and encourages a better apprehenſion 
of the value of them for the future. 
We learn the worth of many bleſſings 
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by ſeparation from them for a time. 
Nor ſhould we forget that ſuch 
rokens as may give evidence of 
the ſincere repentance of offenders 
to thoſe who have authority to re- 
ftore them was enjoined at all times 
in the Church. 


Still let. us remember that reftraint 
and ſelf-denial, however proper and 
expedient to us, and enjoined upon 
the cleareſt and moſt ſacred teſti- 
mony, are but acceſſaries in the work 
of true religion, whoſe ſervice is per- 
fect freedom; whoſe whole influence; 
when duly eneouraged, tends to ren- 
der them leſs neceſſary. They are 
but means to a good end ; they are 


only 


L 1 1 
only uſeful whilſt they promote that 
end; and they are worthleſs and per- 


nicious when they terminate in their 


own endeavours. If then it be ob- 
jected to what has been advanced 
chat true religion is a law of liberty, 
of free deſires, and unfettered zeal ; 


we may readily admit it. We may 


grant that the whole influence of re- 


ligion, if it be duly cheriſhed, will 
tend to render the aids and works of 
ſelf-denial leſs neceſſary: but we 
muſt remark alſo, that in our pre- 
ſent ſtate, he muſt have much con- 


fidence, or little experience, who 


diſcards thoſe aſſiſtances altogether. 


We do not underſtand our own in- 
tereſts, if we defire that any exerciſe 
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of faith ſhould be done away for our 
preſent eaſe. We may then admit, 
and earneſtly contend, that the moſt. 
excellent method which Chriſtianity 
employs to reclaim the affections, is 
by revealing noble and tranſcendant 
objects: we may grant freely, that 
it is the Knowledge that tranſient 
pleaſures and worldly acquiſitions 
profit little, and that it is a diſregard 
of them, in compariſon of better 
objects, in which the trueſt wiſdom 
conſiſts. Nor need we deny, that, 
where that wiſdom ſhall be attained, 
the influence of preſent things will 
be leſſened without violence. Such 
mortification, if complete, would 
indeed be without ſorrow, and with- 

our 


1 
out pain; ſin, and vain deſires, would 
droop and expire; and virtue would 
flouriſh in full ſtrength and triumph. 
But whilſt our approaches to this 
perfect : meaſure of divine love are 
impeded by the neceſſary converſe 
with things preſent, and by human 
frailties and infirmity, ſelf-denial 


muſt frequently be called in aid. 


We may now proceed to conſider 


the ſpecial acts of ſelf-denial which 
are enjoined. from time to time, and 


the ſeaſons which are appointed for 
them. 


The want of due diſtinctions have 
driven men into oppoſite extremes. 
They 
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They who confound ſome ſpecial acts 
of diſcipline, with the main duty of 
ſelf-denial, and again confound that 
duty, with the higheſt end and perfect 
Grace of Holineſs, fall into ſuperſti- 
tions. Others who perhaps give a 
Juſt ſtatement of the rule of Chriſ- 
tianity, but decline the ſtated acts of 
ſelf-denial, condemn that as ſuper- 
ſtitious which is requiſite and help- 
ful. The former practiſe Chriſtianity 
with a pain and infelicity which muſt 
by no means be charged upon that 
holy law; the latter it is to be feared 
will ſcarcely learn to practiſe Chriſ- 
tianity with ſuch integrity as that 
holy law requires. A ſtate of volun- 
tary and continual pain is far from 


being 


L 787 T 
being deſigned by the mild laws of 
the Goſpel, much leſs is it the per- 
fection of our ſervice as ſome ſeem 
to have ſuppoſed. On the other 
hand they who will not ufe the acts. 
of ſelf-denial prudently and ſeaſon- 
ably, will probably decline the main 
duty. Without doubt they who will 
not deny themſelves at all in lawſul- 
things, that they may be ſecured. 
_ againſt an undue regard for them, 
will ſcarcely attain to thoſe eminent 
degrees of chriſtian virtue wherein- 
the love of God diminiſhes the love 
of ſublunary things ; in which eleva-- 
tion of the heart conſiſts the true 
contempt of the world which was ſo 
ignally diſplayed in early ages. 
The 
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The very terms of ſuch meaſures 
ef ſelf-denial as are more eſpecially 
enjoined at theſe ſeaſons, the very 
condition of abſtinence from accuſe 
tomed comforts and indulgence, with 
whatever acts of forbearance and 
humiliation may beſt ſuit our cir- 
cumftances or abilities, confine theſe 
exerciſes to certain portions of our 
lives. Since, *therefore, from our 
nature, which we are not to deſtroy, 
but to rectify, they can only be ob- 
ſerved at intervals, ſince alſo what is 
left indefinite in our concerns is ſel- 
dom done at all, from theſe reaſons 
it is plainly conſequent, -that fuch 
<imes of abſtinence and ſorrow may 
well be ordered by the: Church in its 

wiſdom 


1 
wiſdom for providing things fitting 
and ſalutary. When ve conſider 
how unapt we are to execute any 
purpoſe, unleſs a time ſhall be ap- 
pointed, and a proper ſeafon allotted 
for its- accompliſhment, when we 
reflect how eaſily procraſtination 
counteracts. our beſt. deſigns, and 
how much indifference in choice in- 
elincs us to overlook.our moſt incum 
bent duties; when we call to mind; 
that common occupations and pur- 
ſuits preſent an unremitted invita- 
tion, and are only to be ſuperſeded 
by a poſitive and clear injunction, 
we ſhall find the neceſſtty and expe- 


dience of ſuch inſtitutions, 
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The preſent ſeaſon of humiliation 
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was anciently made uſe of for putting 
ſcandalous offenders to an open pe- 
nance, and for an earneſt ſuit to bd 8 
in their behalf: it was a time when 
the whole Chriſtian Church was 
"humbled, as one man, before the Lord, 
to ſupplicate a pardon for offences, 
with faſting, alms, and reſolutions of 
amendment. If too general defec- 
38 tions have prevailed ſo far as to 
baffle and obſtruct the former diſci- 
pline ; if diſorders have outgrown 


their remedies, or have multiplied ſo 


much as to exceed the comprehen- 
ſion of a juſt authority; the tokens 
of an humble fear and ſorrow are 
more fitting, more ſignificant, and 


more 


[ 79 J 
more becoming on the part of all. 
The dutiful and conſiderate muſt, 
for many reaſons become mourners, 
not merely for their own tranſgreſ- 
ſions or defects, but for thoſe of the 
thoughtleſs and obdurate. 


t has been a common artifice, to 
undervalue outward acts and expreſ- 


ſions of religion. If wereſt in them, 


they are indeed unprofitable: but to 


deny their obligation and utility, 1s 
to ſubvert religion in its natural 


functions, and to ſet at. nought both 


reaſon and experience. If David 


could give a pattern of holy joy to 
his houſchold by his geſtures and his 
nunſtrelſey, when the ark of God 
Was 
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Was brought unto Jeruſalem; and if 
the trumpet of the Levites could 
excite the courage of the warriors of 
Iſrael; no leſs did the ſilence and 
the ſackcloth of the mourner, the 
rent apparel and neglected dreſs, the 
baldneſs and dejection of the peni- 
dent, invite the fympathy of the ſer- 
vant of God in old times. Ezra, 
by the public tokens and paſſionate 
diſplay of his ſorrow and humilia- 
tion, brought a whole people to re- 
pentance and confeſſion. Where is 
the reaſon for condemning any out- 
ward act which 1s at once ſignificant 
of good deſires, and r to in- 
creaſe them? 


It 


* 


r T 

It reſts with the conſiderate to 
judge whether the neglect of our 
appointed times of prayer and abſti- 
nence through the year, does not con- 
tribute above meaſure to the growth 
of vice in morals, and of ignorance, 
indifterence, and inconſiſtency, in all 
parts of the Chriſtian life : whether 


this manifeſt departure from the 


prime zeal of Chriſtianity, does not 


tend to withdraw the cuſtomary cur- 


rent of our thoughts and actions from 
the channels of religion, and by plain 
conſequence to enſlave us to the do- 


minion of things preſent. 


Some few obſervations remain for 


our notice and regard, concerning 
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— 82 J 
the rules of prudence and diſcretion, 
in the uſe and application of ſuch 
exerciſes of ſelf-denial as are more 


eſpecially enforced at this time. 


To make what ſhould be an aid 
to virtue, a breach of charity toward 
ourſelves or others, would evidently 
be an error and a ſnare. We are not 
now confined to any fingle act of 
contrition or abaſement 2 very many 


are ſer before us, which age and ſick- 


neſs on the one hand, avocations or 


neceſſities on the other, may vary in 
the inſtances. It is not a ſcruple 
that is intended, but a benefit. They 
who are impeded in the uſe of one 
mean, may apply another. All may 


unite 


tw 3 
unite in decent ſorrow, in retirement 
from amuſements, in wholeſome re- 
ſolutions, in a limitation of ordinary 
pleaſures and ſocieties, in ſuch a con- 
duct as is ſuited to a time of public 
humiliation and public penance, and 
in ſuch a deportment as may be cal- 
culated to attach a ſhare in the com- 
mon benefits which may enſue. All 
may unite in ſuch exerciſes of punc- 
tual prayer and true repentance, as 
may tend to keep alive a-public ſpirit 
of religion, to put by public judg- 


ments, and to encourage public bleſ- 
ſings. 


Whatever be the ſpecial meaſures 
of abſtinence and ſelf-affliction, of 
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confeſſion of ſins, of private prayer 
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or public aſſembly, of ſelf-examina- 
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nently proper to this ſeaſon, the 
gencral expedience of ſelf-denial is 
not to be forgotten. Where a ſcru- 
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pulous exactneſs at one time, is fol- 
lowed by a vain licentiouſneſs at 
others, the folly is reciprocally 
heightened. 


In fine—the law of Chriſt enjoins 
us to flee from evil, and to cleave to 
that which is good: it commands 

us to be always temperate in the 
uſe of preſent things; it admoniſhes 
us not to love them; God claims the 
heart; it ſhews in what way, and 
7 upon 


8 J 

upon what accounts, the practiee of- 
forbearance even from things inno- 
cent, becomes frequently expedient; 
and it teaches by what ſolemn acts 


that forbearance muſt be vindicated 
and confirmed. 


Evil, with the diſpoſitions to it, 
muſt be conſtantly reſtrained by the 
common arts of prudence, but not 
unfrequently by ſeverer recollections. 
They furniſha-diſcouraging, falſe, and 
injurious picture of human life, who 
are not contented with expoſing its 
vanities and unhappineſs, but who 
repreſent its beſt enjoyments as en- 
gines of deſtruction. It is not how- 
ever to be diſſembled, that the good 
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things of this life have the ſeeds of 


treachery within them, and therefore 


muſt be cautiouſly and wiſely regu- 
lated in their application. Experi- 
ence ſhows that ſnares are frequent 
in our paths, and ſurpriſes incident 
to our matureſt reſolutions. Rebel- 
4;jous ſenſe, and native weakneſs, ren- 
der denials often neceſſary. Joſhua, 
although the Lord fought on his 
ſide, did not ſubdue the land of Ca- 
naan but by many years of conflict; 
and he never could entirely reduce 
it. The Philiſtines ftill remained, 
although they were checked and 
driven to their cities. The pious 


Iſraelite was thus excited to continue 


Dold and wary, tO preſerve his con- 
fidence 


0 


fidence in God, and to perform his 
duty; for his border was to be en- 
larged, if he perſevered in his obedi- 
cence. It has been no leſs a taſk of 
labour with the beſt among men to 
overcome the world; a taſk which 


can only terminate with lite. 


Let us then purſue that prudent 
courſe which wiſe and good men, 
through ſo many ages „ have approved. 
Let us regard the true image of Re- 
ligion amidſt the varicties of this 
life: in her garments, ſome things 
appear for gracefulneſs, for decency, 
and beauty ; ſome, for warfare and 
defence; ſome, for glory and diſtinc- 


tion; and ſome, for penitence and 
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E 
mourning. The pious inſtitutions 
of the Church are formed upon this 
chequered draught; and we are ſome- 
times ſummoned to rejoice, and 
ſometimes we are enjoined to mourn. 
The great principles however of an 
haly life remain the fame, though 
the ſeveral exerciſes and. expreſſions 
of a pious temper are thus varied. 
Theſe changeful characters in the 


garb and ſervices of religion are well 


adapted to the nature and exigencies 


of our preſent ſtate ; nor are they leſs 
conſiſtent with the example of our 
Lord, who at divers times fat at the 
board of plenty, kept himſelf retired, 
or wept. 
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JOHN, XVI. 22. 


« 2 1 Hall rejoice, and your jay no man 
4% taketh from vou. | 


W HEN the people of Ifrael 


were enjoined to rejoice before the 


Lord for the harveſt newly gathered 


in, and to perpetuate alſo the period 
in which the law was g1ven, at the 
ſame ſeaſon were the Apoſtles quali- 
fied, by miraculous gifts, to gather 
in the harveſt of the Gentile con- 


verts; at the ſame ſeaſon alſo was the 


Chriſtian law moſt ſignally revealed, 


the new covenant moſt gloriouſly 


ratified, and the promiſe of abundant 
joy fulfilled. 
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The ſtated celebratio of the holy 


ſeaſons ſeems agreeable o the pur. 
poſes of the divine wiſdom ; God 
having accommodated the periods of 
the principal evangelical revelations 


to the times on which the ſolemnities. 


of che Old Law took place. 


Among the Jewiſh people there 
was a double meaſure of time—a 
civil and an eccleſiaſtical year. The 
eccleſiaſtical year was dated, by God's 
own appointment, from the time of 
their delivery from Ægypt, whereas 
the year had before been computed 
fron, another month.. The civil year 


was ſtill obſerved for civil purpoſes 
and contracts; but their ſolemn days, 
5 and 


* Ge 


Ws 


Tr 
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CRY 
and their religious concerns, were 
ordered according to that ſtyle which 
began with ſo ſignal a diſpenſation 
of divine favour as their reſcue from 
the houſe of bondage. 


With equal propriety the Church 
directs us to diſpoſe our thoughts, 
and to regulate our ſtudy of the great 
truths of our religion, by the holy 
ſcaſons : that, as the ſeveral events 
recorded for our inſtruction ſucceed 
in their due order, we may have op- 
portunities and aids for a thankful 


and particular remembrance of each 


new advance in the work of our re- 


demption, from its outſet to its com- 
pletion. 
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The joy which accompanied this 
deli of the Goſpel aroſe from no 
leſs a cauſe than the publication of 
the Goſpel-covenant; the foundation 
of all our hope, the ground of all our 
title to eternal life. The donation 
of the Holy Spirit to the Church and 


to all its members, became an ample 
ſource of gladneſs. 


Let us for a moment eſtimate the. 
ſeveral leſſons which the preceding. 
ſeaſons of commemoration in the 


Church have ſuggeſted to us. 


In celebrating the incarnation and. 


nativity of our bleſſed Saviour, the 


prime accompliſhment of God's. 


COVE= 


C9651 
covenanted promiſe concerning the 
ſeed of the woman has been ſet be 
fore us; the completion of a long 
ſeries of prophecies and indications 
of the divine will has been exhibited; 
we have been led further to conſider 
the publication of the meſſages of 
Grace and Truth, the manifeſtation. 
of the everlaſting Son of God in the 

fleſh, and | the union of the two na- 
tures in Chriſt, that as man be might 
be capable of ſuffering for ſin, and 
that as God he might be able ta 
overcome the ſuffering, and to tri- 
umph over death. 


The crucifixion, the ſufferings and 
death of our Redeemer, duly com- 


memorated, 
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memorated, have inculcated to us 


the dreadful nature of ſin, which re- 
quired ſo ſtupendous an atonement, 


In the ſorrows of the Croſs we have 


beheld the ranſom paid, the propiti- 


ation tendered, the ſatisfaction infi- 
nite in value, and commenſurate with 
the divine juſtice, fulfilled. We have 
contemplated thoſe ſtripes by which 


we were healed, that blood by which 


we were cleanſed, that redemption 
which was ſufficient for the fins of 
the whole world, and by which the 
entire promiſe concerning the ſeed of 


the woman was finally accompliſhed. 


In commemorating the glorious 
reſurrection of our Lord from the 


grave, 


Le 


8 grave, and his triumph over the. 
— powers of ſin and death, we have 
KL been reminded that he was faithful 
e who ſaid, © Deſtroy this temple, 
1 and in three days I will raiſe it 
- « up;” which promiſe being per- 
h formed, gives us the fulleſt confi- 
e dence that he will raiſe us alſo at the 
U laſt day. We have been led to con- 
ch ſider, in this great event, the firſt- 
n fruits and the certain evidence of a 
of reſurrection of the body, and the full 
he _ teſtimony of the divine nature and 
of commiſſion of our Lord. 
d. 

By the aſcenſion of Chriſt into 
us heaven, and by his ſeſſion at the right 
he hand of God ſor evermore, comme- 
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morated alſo in due ſeaſon, we have 


been taught to weigh the unſpeakable 
benefits which we obtain by his in- 


terceſſion for us at the throne of 
grace, where he 1s our perpetual Ad- 
vocate and Patron. Upon this aſ- 
ſurance we have been encouraged to 


ground our hope of pardon, and our 


expectations of ſuccour and ſupport. 


By the coming of the Holy Ghoſt 
this day commemorated, the preſent 
theme of our exultation and thank(- 
giving, we view the final diſpenſa- 
tion of revealed light, the fullneſs of 
the Goſpel; when what was old in 
form and nature vaniſhed, and all 
things became new and ſpiritual. 

This 
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This then is the concluding feſtival, 
the crown and conſummation of me- 
morable and diſtinguiſhed periods in 
the Church ; and where the methods 
of ſalvation became full and perfect, 

there the application of them to 
mankind began. 


We may learn from this ſlight 
draught, what illuſtrations of the. 
great truths of the Goſpel, and what 
topics for enforcing the ſeveral arti- 
cles of the Chriſtian creed, are to be 
gathered from a right obſervation of 
the holy ſeaſons. 


The comment which is thus to be 
collected, is coupled abyays with cor- 
H 2 reſpondent 
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reſpondent duties; it is practical and 


lively. 


It will ſufficiently commend this 
wiſe economy and diſtribution of 
our time, if it ſhall be found that 


the chief circumſtances of our re- 


demption, the great myſteries of our 
faith, and the memorable paſſages 
of Chriſt's holy life, are thus illuf- 
trated in a ſtated, orderly, and ſigni- 
ficant manner; if the glorious topics 
and important intereſts of our com- 
mon profeſſion are thus brought to 
mind, and reſcued from the chance 
of overſight, confuſion, or irregulaf 
commemoration. 


We 
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We may now give our attention to 


conſider the ſpecial meaſures of that 
joy mentioned generally in the text, 
which ſhould accompany the preſent 


Teaſon. | . 


It was fitting that the embaſlies of 
mercy ſhould begin in triumph and 
rejoicing. - The holy angels delivered 
them with hymns, with promiſes of 
peace and good will, and with 


bleſſings and encouragements. 


As the ſun “ cometh forth of his- 


chamber like a bridegroom, and 
5 rejoiceth as a giant to run his 
e race,” ſo was the Goſpel to ſet 
forward with propitious brightneſs, 
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and in the —_ of the Holy 
Spirit. 


The ſervants of God of old time 
who came to give warning to idola- 
trous and ſinful ties, that the mea- 
ſure of their iniquities was full, the 
holy Prophets, who proclaimed the 
impending wrath of God, \ were 
trained in deſerts, and clad in ſack- 
eloth. The terror of the vengeance 
which they denounced, was mani- 
feſted in their own convictions and: 
appcarance. A lamentation, or a 
piercing cry was the ſubſtance of their | 
meſſage. But the meſſages and pub- 


lication of the Goſpel had a method 


better ſuited to its gracious nature. 
: Beautifuł 


L 4 


Beautiful were to be the feet of thoſe. 


who ſhould preach the word of peace, 
and bring glad tidings of good things. 
The Holy Spirit was to ſhed a radi- 
ance upon their paths. They were 


to invite, and not to terrify the ſons 


of men; to win them by intreaty, by 


promiſe and perſuaſion, and not to 


ſcatter judgments and reproaches, 


The Apoſtles therefore were not 
ſent forth from the foot of the croſs, 
the place of bitterneſs and death. 


Our Lord conſigned a charge to the 


boſom of his beloved diſciple at that 
awful moment ; but he deferred the 


mandates of the paſtoral charge to 


an hour of fuller glory, of brighter 
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views, and clearer demonſtrations. 

The witneſs of the reſurrection; and 

the diſpenſation of the Holy Ghoſt, 

vere firſt to take place, that the meſ- 
ſengers of truth might go forth with 
erected hopes and lively zeal. 6 


A period had conſtantly been fore- 
told by Chriſt, when the meaſure of 
faith and wiſdom ſhould be fulfilled; 
when they ſhould be able to bear 
many truths which, till that time 
ſhould arrive, were too tranſcendant 
and too weighty for their apprehen- 
ion. This final diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel was the time intended and 
foretold : the prediction referred 
| pPlainly 


f a 7} 


plainly to the effuſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Wl | 


The Holy Spirit was the Com- 
forter promiſed by Chriſt, to be ſent 
after his departure to the Father. 
He was the expected guide who was 
to conduct the company of the faith- 
ful, and the holy Apoſtles in parti- 


cular, into all truth; to conſole them 


for the loſs which they had ſuſtained 
in their Lord's removal from the 
earth; to give them further proofs 
and manifeſtations of the Divine 
authority of his Goſpel; and to be- 
iow upon them ſuch powers as 
might enable them finally to eſtabliſh 
it throughout the world, 


The 


C166 
The effect was anſwerable to the 
promiſe. They who fled from him, 
and were afraid to confeſs themſelves 
to be his diſciples, on a ſudden ſtept 
forward as the champions of his 
Goſpel. They who were perpetually 
falling away from him, who did not 
- underſtand, or could not reliſh what 
he toid them concerning himſelf, 
they who ſlept when they ſhould 
have watched, doubted when they 
ſhould have believed, and faltered 
when they ſhould have ſtood firm, 
became immediately ſteadfaſt, and 
continued ſo to the end : their vigi- 
lance was rouſed, their doubts were 
diſſipated, and their faith for ever 
eſtabliſhed, St. Peter, who denied 
Chriſt, 


* 


1 0 1 

Chriſt, ſuffered martyrdom for his 

name. St. Thomas, who diſcredited 

the teſtimony of others, was con- 

vinced, and devoted his life- to the 

[abours of the Goſpel. From that 

period we behold the witneſſes of 
Chriſt abounding in all good gifts, 
teaching with all power and mira- 
cles, undiſmayed by danger, patient 
under perfecution, rejoicing in trou- 
bles, and triumphing in death. The 
croſs of Chriſt was no longer an 

offence: the carnal blindneſs of thoſe 
who had fumbled at it was removed: f 
and thus enlightened and confirmed, 


they became the witneſſes of ſalva- 
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tion, and carried forth the teſtimonies. 
of divine truth in the face of its ad- 
verſaries. 
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verſaries. Thus were the poor and 
humble followers of Chriſt qualified, 
by the donation of the Holy Spirit, 
for the moſt extenſive conqueſts, 
'The great kingdoms of Chriſtendom 
which we now admire, exhibit but 


the remnants of their victories. 


The peculiar gift of the Holy 


Spirit at this time to the Apoſtles, 


was the gift of tongues, to enlarge 
their commiſiion to all nations. Of 
this gift, the cloven . fiery tongues, 
which deſcended upon them, were 
fignificant; intimating the livelineſs 
and ardour, the force and piercing 
efficacy of their ſpeech. Undoubt- 
edly the gifts and powers. of the 

Apoſtles 


[ 169 J 
Apoſtles were peculiar to their office, 
and neceſſary to the glorious eſta- 
bliſhment of divine truth throughout 
diverſe countries. But the diſpen- 
ſation of the Holy Spirit is perpe- 
tual. The whole economy of the 
Goſpel is ſpiritual; it conſiſts of ſpi- 
ritual promiſes and ſpiritual pre- 
cepts: it requires and encourages a 
ſpiritual ſervice: and in order to that 


end, directs us to ſolicit and expect 


ſpiritual aids. 


It remains now to turn our 
thoughts more eſpecially to the na- 
ture and ſuitable expreſſions of that 
joy which is fo eminently proper to 
all 


r 
all times of feſtival, and in a ſignal 


manner to this holy ſeaſon. 


The promiſe of the Comforter was 
given by our Lord, as a remedy for 
that juſt and violent affliction which 
had overwhelmed the Apoſtles, upon 
the proſpect of the loſs which they 
were to ſuſtain when he ſhould de- 
part from them. When they were 
told that their Maſter and Inſtructor, 
their Guide and Leader, was to be 
taken from them, by a ſudden and 
ignominious death; that he, from 
whom they expected the full recom- 
penſe for the forfeiture of many 
things which had been dear to them, 


* 


Was 
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was to leave them in a ſhort time to 


the fury of their enemies, and to the 


ſcorn and malice of the world; when 
they were told alſo, that he who had 
adopted them into his family, would 
bequeath to them a legacy of many 
ſufferings, in order that the members 
of the houſehold might partake the 
fortunes of the Head; when theſe 
ſad teſtimonies filled their hearts with 
forrow, their grief was qualified, and 
their diſtreſs abundantly relieved by 
the glad promiſe of the Comforter, 


by whoſe coming their Lord aſſured 


them that their ſorrow ſhould be 
turned into joy. 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt gave a further promiſe to 
his followers that this joy ſhould not 
be taken from them; that it ſhould. 
endure through the lapſe of years, 
and through all the viciſſitudes of 
their ſtate of trial, mixing itſelf with 
a ſovereign efficacy with the ap- 
pointed ſufferings of their calling, 
and diſſipating the ſorrows of their 


pilgrimage. The ſource therefore of 
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this joy was to be divine: that which 
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was to endure for ever, could have 
no other origin. What God dif- 


penſes, does not ſeel the declenſions 


of our nature. Whereſoever he, at 
whoſe right-hand are pleaſures for 
evermore, ſhall lift up the light of 

his 


l 


his countenance, there joy muſt be 
perpetual: ſo true is the word of 
David, that e light is ſown for the 
0 righteous, and gladneſs. for the 
. upright i in heart.” 
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The joy of which we now treat, 
does not therefore. ſpring from the. 


calm -ſunſhine of a.. proſperous for- 


tune, or from the fruitions of-a plen- 


teous portion of worldly benefits: 


God may enable us to rejoice in ſuch. 
things, and we ſhall ſee further.that, 
they are.not excluded from the cele- 


brations of an holy joy ;. but it is 
never ſaid that they ſhall. not be 
taken from us. The joy of which 


the. text ſpeaks, ariſes from the ſenſe 
1. ä 


ha. 
of pardon, and reconciliation with 
the Father of Mercies, and from the 
- aſſurances of divine favour to the 


penitent through the covenant of 
Chriſt. It is a joy which makes a 
feſtival on earth, and a triumph in 
heaven. . 


To call to mind frequently che 
promiſes of the Goſpel; to compare 
that weight of glory which is laid up 
in everlaſting manſions, with the 
preflure of preſent evils when they 
come upon us; to encourage in our 
| hearts a love of God, repreſenting 
him to ourſelves not as a taſk-maſter, 
but as clothed with benevolence, as 

munificent and mercitul, are the fit 
g methods 
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methods for encouraging the increaſe 
of chis joy in the heart. In order 
further to conſtm that cheerful tem 
per, it is chiefly neceſſary to be con- 
verſant in the active ſervices of our 


profeſſion, that the current may be 


kept clear by its conſtant flow. If 
we ſhould rejoice in the ſilent medi- 
tation of divine things, we ſhould 
rejoice alſo in the exerciſes of reli- 
gion, and in the works of duty. 


It reſts only to paſs a few reflec- 
tions upon the propriety of the out- 
ward circumſtances of rejoicing in 
the uſe of preſent things, and of their 
fitneſs and agreement with the nature 
and deſign of an holy joy. 

I 2 Whether 


—— — 


+ - 
N 4 
$ 

{ 4 


4? 
ii 
. 


2 
if 
: 


— 
2 


— 
— to 


—— 
i 


N <—ddoantet =o 
* 
8 — 


— — 
SIDE S<.Mt 


1 LY 
— — . 
F 
= Er, HT 9, Ty A 55S 


g — - be - + — —— r 3 
9 - A ooo ” S 2 — 55 _ 2» -- — 2 7 - , 

Oy NETS L of + 1 A * £ 

5 * . # — 2 * 


: * * ä , — . I E 
* 


2 - — — 


* rm 
3 
+ 


3 
A, bb 
> p — + * 
4, — - » 
a 4 
* —— 


— i 
Ix 2 * * 
—— — — 
— £ 
* © : — af 
E * NN 
i DHS oe * < 


a et. 


© i . 
. 
. — 

3+ -» © 


* — ** — 22 
2 8 5 — — 2 — bo 2 


Whether we mourn with thoſe who 


mourn, or rejoice with thoſe who re- 


joĩce, our grief or our rejoicing muſt 


be ſuch as are adapted to our nature 


and condition. The ſpiritual part 
is moſt excellent, and moſt to be re- 


garded in the nature of man. Our. 


joy then muſt, in an eminent degree, 
be ſpiritual ;. it muſt borrow bright- 
neſs from a better region, and an- 


ticipate thoſe joys. which are the 


allotted portion of the well-doer, and. 
the inheritance of the faithful. But. 


the outward tokens, and cuſtomary 
means, by which men. ſignify their 


gladneſs, and invite others to partake 


of it, are not to be excluded.. Let 
folly and intemperance be baniſhed ; 


E 1 


let the meaſures.of reaſon, prudence, 


# 


and thankſgiving, by which all things 
become pure, be adopted; and we 
may freely ſit down for a ſeaſon in 
the houſe of gladneſs. 


God has planted the duties of tem- 
perance, and even of ſelf-denial, 
upon the uſe of preſent things: the 
ſeaſonable limit and forbearance, and 
the more ſevere reſtriction in due 
time, imply an ordinary uſe, which 
is to be regulated, or reſtrained, for 
viſe and ſpecial purpoſes. We ſhould 
know both how to want, and how 
to abound. We may call things pre- 

ſent into the ſervice of religion. 
1 with 


* 
2 
* 
* 
14] 
= 
. 
Ts 
. 
* 
2 ; 92 
* 
Lv z1f 
: ; 
iN 
* 49 
N 
i . 
$: 
bo” 
* 7 
* 
1 
» 4 
F C 
3 
: Th 
j | 
7 
4 
4 © 
1198 
44 
2138 
„ 
; 8 
* "of v 
60 be 
"+6 
. 


—— — os Lam. - ps 
x aa Rn 
bk 2 . FUELS 

- 4 5 


L m8 ] 


without forgetting their nature, of 


placing our affections. on them. 


Joy is a fit miniſter about the altar 
of the Lord, and is as true a daughter 


of Religion as any in the whole train 


of its houſehold. It is the indiſcre- 
tion of the vicious which too often 
ſhortens the hour of gladneſs to 
others, and frequently forces ſorrow 


and repentance upon inoffenfive 
cheerfulneſs, by perverting it to an 


occaſion: of exceſs. The licentious 
and profligate will neither conform 
themſelves to the ſteps of ſorrow of 
gladneſs, according 16 the meaſures 


of religion: they ſhun the train of 


L 19 1 
the ſorrowful, in which their tranſ- 
greſſions ſhould include them; and 
they outſtrip the company of thoſe 
whoſe joy does not ruſh into extra- 
vagance. Our Lord reproved this 
wayward humour, comparing it to 
that of froward children, who are 


ſullen and obdurate under ſeverity, 
yet incapable. of kindneſs... 


As there cannot bea greater breach 

of all propricty in common life, than 
for any man to violate the rules and 
maxims of the houſe to which he be- 
longs, to riſe when others go to reſt, 
to rejoice whetr. ſome common cala- 
mity draws tears from thofe about 
him, to mourn and keep apart when 
14 others 


EF 
others rejoice: or meet together; 'ſo 
alfo, in the houſehold of Faith, he 
that ſhall ſleep when others watch, 
or keep -retired when his brethren 
aſſemble in the congregation, or pro- 
claim a faſt when the common family 
holds a day of feſtival, will commit 
an open and groſs inſult toward 
thoſe with whom he ſhares the lot of 
fellowſnhip. 
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Charity and hoſpitality ſnould ac- 
company the rejoicing of thoſe who 
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regard the ties and motives of reli- 
gion. The pleaſures of the profligate 
are ever ſelfiſh, and their hoſpitality 


both cruel and deceitful. 


Let 
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Let it then be our aim, at theſe 


glad ſeaſons, to cheer the common 


paths of life and duty with ſuch 
pleaſures as are neither borrowed 
from the ways of ſin, nor to be 
followed by remorſe. The pleaſures 
of the Chriſtian-ſhould, at all times, 
ſerve as much as poſſible to the ends 
of reaſon and utility, | 7 
Finally, let us conſider that as the 
peculiar intereft in things to come, 
which diſtinguiſhes the Chriſtian 


profeſſion, | ſhould lift the hearts of 


its diſciples above the reach of im- 
moderate ſorrow under any calamity, 
and ſhould render preſent ſufferings 
inconſiderable; ſo alſo, in times of 


| gladneſs 
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E 
gladneſs and rejoicing, a fimilar ad- 
vantage ſhould flow from the ſame 
regard to things future. They who 
rejoice by the meaſures of the world, 
cannot exclude the uncaſy apprehen- 
ſion: which. reminds-them, that what 
is enjoyed muſt be relinquiſhed but 
they who rejoice by the meaſures of 
the Goſpel, will not feel their plea- 
ſures damped or diminiſhed, by re- 
collecting that to ſome few days of 
Jay in this world, more will be added, 
which will endure for ever. 
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EXOD. xx. 8.. 


In the creation of the world God 
having wrought. during ſix days, 
bleſſed the ſeventh day. He diſtin= 
guiſhed it as the period of his ceſſa- 
tion from that work which he accem- 
pliſhed for his own glory, and he 
appointed a ſolemn memorial of his 
reſt to be perpetuated by the ſepa-- 


ration of one day in feven through: 


the ſeveral ages-of.the world... 


In proceſs of time God enjoined - 
the Children of. Iſrael in memory of 
their. 


Fog" 
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"their deliverance from the hand of 


Pharoah, to obſerve a ſeventh day of 
reſt or ſabbath, that period being 
once more fixed, and conſecrated to 
religious. ends, after the obſervation 
of it had been often interrupted, 

more eſpecially during the e 
bondage. 


Such were the ſpecial reaſons for 
the ordinance of the Sabbath, with 
reference to the ſeveral æras of its 
inſtitution. 


The general ground of its utility 
appears in this, that a proviſion was 
thus made for a ſeaſonable reſpite 
from the buſineſs of the world, and 

5 a ſtated 


. 


ts 


2 ] 


4 ſtated opportunity was furniſhed 
for the perforrzace of enn 


offices. 


Theſe motives for the obſervation 
of the Sabbath bind „in ſome ſenſe, 
to all times. The memorial of the 
creation concerns all men in all ages, 
and deſerves their punctual regard; 
the deliverance from Ægypt may re- 
mind us of our deliverance from the 


bondage of ſin, and therefore this 


ground remains in ſubſtance; and 
the ſetting apart a ſeaſon for the 
ſolemn worſhip and ſervice of God, 


is manifeſtly of univerſal and perpe- 


tual obligation. 
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Eet us conſider next what new 


circumſtances. affect the. obſervation 


of. 8 Sabbath under the Goſpel. 


The chriſtian Sabbath differs from- 
the Jewiſh reſt, becauſe that reſt was, 
in. ſome reſpects, a matter of cere- 
mony, and a ſhadow of good things 
to come, repreſenting, as we learn 
from the Apoſtle, a ceſſation from 


the works of ſin“. The time alſo 
which is to be hallowed to the pur» 
poles of public worſhip and religion, 
was changed under the Goſpel. from 
the laſt to the firſt day of the. week. 
becauſe on that day Chriſt roſe from 
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the Tepulchre. The facred duties of 
the Sabbath were, therefore, tranſ- 
lated to that ſeaſon of gladneſs, which 
was graced with the diſtinguiſhed 
title of the Lord's Day. 


The prime objects of devotion * 
5 religious duty, to which the Sabbath 
was originally deſigned, are much 
heightened and improved by the 
memory of Chriſt s reſurrection, Let 
us ſtate briefly the grounds and traces 
3 of this new period as they occur in 
ſcripture. 


The firſt day of the week, reck- 
oning from the Jewiſh Sabbath, but 
che. ſeventh, if reckoned in ſucceſſion 
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to our days of labour, was honoured 
by Chriſt's riſing from the Grave, 
by his appearance to Mary Magda- 
lene and the other women, to whom 
he declared the doctrine of the reſur- 
rection “; after that, by his appear- 
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ance to the two diſciples going to 


Emmaus, to whom he preached at 
large the ſame truths, breaking bread 
with them T. On that day he alſo 
manifeſted himſelf to the diſciples 
aſſembled at Jeruſalem, bleſſing and 
inſtructing them. Again, in the fol- 
lowing week, on the ſame day, he 
aſſembled with them, and fatisfied. 3 
St. Thomas, who before had doubted, 
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* Matt, xxviii. 9. + Luke xxiv. 30. 


and. 


„ 
and bleſſed them *. On the ſame. 
day, but with an interval of time, 
at the feaſt of Pentecoſt, he ſent upon 
his diſciples the miraculous effuſion. 
of the Holy Ghoſt T. At Troas, St. 
Paul preached to the diſciples, aſ- 
ſembled, it is ſaid, expreſsly on the 
farſt day of the week, to break 
bread Þ. We find that ſuch aſſem- 


blies were wont to be held at Corinth. 
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on this day, the Apoſtle taking this 
tor granted, and directing the collec- 
tions to be then made$. He had 


iſſued a ſimilar order for the Churches 
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in Galatia ||. Hence this day re- 


John xx. 26. + Acts ii. | Acts xx. 7. 


$ 1 Cor. xvi. 2. + | 1 Cor. xvi. ts 


3 | ceived 


—_— 
4 * 
* 


wy > —jU—U— — «© 7 * Py - 3 D * 2 1. 2 - „ = ge OEM 
— 7 — N — a 2 — 0 — * naw 2 » — tr - = ge er + * PRE - Pe — - _— I 0 
2 aq. F: - ae 5 KEDS 4 Þ 63 tr C 2 3 SSS one - * 
N — * r N 3 2 RT _ — - w=_ i; fn 7 whe. _ 
— . xz 2 2 — — * 4 2 * 22 1 = "DIE Fra _ I r jag. 20095 
* >. 5. © FE SS a * 4 7 + 5 Op l "I hf” 2 SY 2 Poke: * 2 4 = - f 
- un * ang N * * IF — „ . %Sw-4 . 8 - * * 
tines —_ _ — —— _ f a — — * a | n — — . 
ü 0 b FF 
1 2 : i 7 2 
- . CE - - * 9 * . - 4 a , — — g 0 4 O N a . 


* 
+ 
2 
* 
71 
or 
10 
. 
Ne 
1 
k 
"F 
ruþ 
15 
% 
o® 
. y 
. 
N 
o 


n 
* = 4 4 # 
4 — — 
2 * * oe » o N 
* „ 2 2 way. = 4 a.) 


name. 


1 2 1 


ceived the Title of the Lord's Day: 
it is ſo called in expreſs terms by 
St. John“; and the Church, in all 


times, hath retained that venerable 


Thus, although we meet with no 


expreſs mention in the Goſpel of the 


removal of the day, the Jews conti- 
nuing to obſerve the laſt, and the 
Chriſtians, by degrees, beginning to 
obſerve the firſt day of the week, yet 


the inſtances already cited prove the 


practice. 


The notice and reſpect which the 
Chriſtians paid, during ſome con- 


* Rev. i 10. 


ſiderable 


1 24 5 
day be duly ſeparated in memory of 
that day of reſt, which God bleſſed 
and lanctified. 


"Theſe chief particulars may here 
be ſummed up concerning the Sab- 
bath: that a certain portion of time 
vas to be ſeparated to the worſhip 
of God; this is the moral part of 
the commandment : that this por- 


tion was determined to be one day 


of reſt after ſix of labour, in memory 
of God's reſt, or ceaſing from his 
work at the creation; this is th 
part which is poſitive in the L 
that the Jews, by virtue of a f on 
precept, commemorated th- deli- 


verance from bondage by che fame 
CY. ordinance : 
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heb. 


ſiderable time, to the Jewiſh Sab- 
bath, does not at all deſtroy this 


evidence, or render the inference 


that the day of Sabbath was gradu- 
ally changed, leſs valid. The Chriſ- 
tian Church, for awhile, obſerved, 
with ſimilar regard, much of the 
ceremonial law, which was to vaniſh 
by degrees. Nor can it be reaſon- 
ably urged, that the prime object of 


the inſtitution, the memorial of the 
ſeventh day's reſt at the creation, 


as cancelled by the change. It is 

| * poſſible, by any calculation, ro 
er nine which is truly the ſeventh | 
day iucceſſion from the creation; 
dor wog ſuch a determination be 
material r is ſufficient if a ſeventh 


day 


1 
ordinance: and that the Chriſtian 
Church, obſerving the prime ends of 
the inſtitution, commemorates alſo, 


at the fame time, Chriſt's clorious 


reſurrection. 


From theſe preliminaries we may 


now turn our attention to the two 

main things which ſhould characte- 
riſe the Lord's Day, and diſtinguiſh 
it from all others; and theſe are, 


reſt and devotion. 


The ftrianeſs of the Jewiſh reſt 
was proper and peculiar to the Jews; 
but the reſt which was appropriated 
from the beginning to the Sabbath, 
tne ceſſation from ordinary labours 


K 4 and 


2 
* 


= * r - \ Z 
FIT WE DIE IC 


= 
PREY: : 

: 1 
EW: 

E 

7 Tt . 


, e OK 


9 


... es fue tn org 


Rr n www 7 _ ＋ * 8 A 
* — — — — wo nel _ ” * ” 


| 
| 


{ 

+ 73 
= 

1 
wy 

a © 
4% 
LA * * 
* 
1 + 
it '{ 
* x ut 
243 . 
ot +24 
= 4 

. I 
4 * 

1 
$4. 
51. 
IF 
' * 
7 

* 4 44 
« 
3 


136 J 


and purſuits, in memory of the 


ſeventh day's reſt at the Creation, 
and in order to the ſpecial duties of 


religious worſhip, 1s ſtill required. 


It may ſeem indeed to be more 
neceſſary to enforce the obſervation 
of the Sabbath as a day of devotion, 


than of reſt. Many who abſtain 


from common labours, require to be 
reminded, that the reſpite which is 
furniſhed from the cares and purfuirs 


of the world, is intended to promote 


the intereſts of religion, and to ſup- 


plya ſeaſon when the great truths of 


the life to come may be more nearly 
viewed. To keep a day of reſt, and 


not to hallow it, would be to hold a 


Sabbath 


E 

Sabbath altogether ſlothful, and irra- 
tional. Let us then mark diſtinctly 
the peculiar duties and expreſſions 
of the mind and conduct, by which 
theſe reſerves of time ſhould, be de- 
voted to religious purpoſes, and con- 
ſecrated to the name and memory of 
our Redeemer. 


The celebration of the Lord's day 
muſt be peculiar in a double reſpect; 
firſt, as it is an holy Sabbath, and 
then, as it is a perpetual Feſtival. 
We neither concur in practiſe or 
opinion with thoſe who celebrate it 
only as a Sabbath, with a ſtrictneſs 
almoſt judaical, refuſing to acknow- 
ledge it as the Lord's day, or to call 
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it by that name: nor do we join 


with thoſe who celebrate it only as 
a Feſtival, in honor of Chriſt's reſur- 


rection, departing from the peculiar 


duties, and rejecting the title of the 


Sabbath. We celebrate it in virtue 
of the fourth precept of the Deca- 
logue as an holy Sabbath; and in 
conformity to the practice and exam- 


ple of the firſt age of Chriſtianity, 


we celebrate it as the Lord's day. 


As a day of Sabbath, it admits not 
the ordinary engagements of buſineſs 
or amuſement. As a day of Feſtival, 
all exercites of religious ſorrow and 
humiliation are excluded from it. 


Serenity and gladneſs of mind, pub- 


lic worſhip, private devotion, prayer, 


inſtruc- 
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Inſtruction, every charitable work, 
and - every friendly office, whatever 
may conduce to acquire, or to ar 
penſe the knowledge of divine truth, 
whatever tends to cheriſh habits of 
piety and heedfulnets, are eminently 
proper to the day.—And that cheer- 
ful leiſure and refreſhment, which 
prudent hoſpitality encourages, which 
may lead to uſeful ends, and by which 
ſocial amity is ſtrengthened, are not 
to be reproved. We muſt, however, 
in theſe meaſures of our conduct, be 
particularly cautious that nothing be 


allowed which is plainly foreign to 


the tenor and duties of the day; 
which would engage the paſſions, 


without 
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without: profiting the heart, and in 


which no ſentiment. of piety can poſ... 


ſibly have place. 


If the minds of many cannot be 


kept up attentively to ſerious ob- 
jects, through this ſhort portion of 


their lives, it will not follow that 
they may therefore be ſet at liberty to 
engage in any common occupation 
or diverſion. If they decline doing 
what is fit and profitable when the. 
ſeaſon offers, they muſt not make. 


their own neglects, and the. vacancy: 


occaſioned by them, a reaſon for re- 


curring to employments which would 


entirely baniſh every token of reve- 


rence 
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rence and recollection. We do not 
contend for ſuch a prohibition as 
bound the Jews, and brought death 
upon the man who gathered ſticks 
upon the Sabbath“; but we main- 
tain, that the offence againſt the 
general deſign and tenor of a day, 
which is ſeparated to religious pur- 
poſes, is manifeſt in the caſe of thoſe 
who purſue the calls of buſineſs or 
diverſion. They violate the laws of 
charity by giving ſcandal and diſtur- 
bance to the well-diſpoſed. They 
deprive many by unneceſſary ſervice 


and attendance, inſeparable from 
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ſuch irregularities, of that reſt to; 
which they are entitled, and of that, 


opportunity for devotion which God 
hath appointed for them. The looſe 


and idle are alſo encouraged in their 


folly by a. diſſolute example. We 

muſt then conclude, that our ordi-. 
nary buſineſs and amuſements, which 
at all times ſhould be kept in due: 
fubjection to the great intereſts of 
our final hope, ſhould be prevented, 
altogether from encroaching on the- 
ſcaſon which is allotted for pro- 
moting that hope in our hearts. 
Will it not appear to be a ſtrange 
perverſeneſs, and an obſtinate refuſal 

of the kindneſs of Ged, to tranſlate. 

the 
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the drudgeries of other days, to that 


day which has the ſpecial privilege of 


peace and leiſure? Will it not indicate 


a great degeneracy of ſpirit to perſiſt 


in bringing the witneſs of our fall, 
and | the tokens of its puniſhment, 


labour and care, into that interval 


which ſhould reſtore man to his 


prime dignity, which ſhould furniſh 
ſome character of his firſt freedom 
and enjoyment of things ſublunary. 
Nor can the uſe of cuſtomary amuſe- 
ments and diverſions, though leſs 


mean and ſordid than laborious works, 


be vindicated from the ſame charge 


of breach of duty, and of departure 
from the beſt exerciſe of rational 


enjoy- 
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enjoyment. With ſome men, mere 
amuſement forms the buſineſs of life, 
and therefore their daily care is never 
interrupted if it be extended to theſe 


hours. Such employments of plea- 


ſure and fancy tend, indeed, even 
more than the mere labour of the 
hand, to abſorb attention; the ne- 
ceſſity for reſtraining them, from 
time to time, becomes more preſſing, 
in order that the ſtream of vanity 
may not enlarge itſelf for ever, and 


drown in oblivion every wiſe and 


_ Profitable reflection. To theſe con- 
ſiderations we may add the neceſſity 


for eſtabliſhing clearly and deciſively 


the boundaries of decorum and pro- 


priety: 
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priety; ſince, if ſome uſe à little 
licence, others will take more, and 
will plead example for their wanton- 
neſs. | 


It remains to frame a few reflec- 
tions in concluſion. 


So various are the occupations 


which our preſent ſtate ſupplies ; ſo 


much of our time is employed in 
making proviſion for the wants, or 
in procuring the comforts and con- 
veniencies of life, that it will ſuggeſt 
matter of concern to the conſiderate, 
when the hours ſo ſpent ſhall be 
compared with the ſmall portion of 
our lives which is devoted to the 
Ss; worſhip 
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worſhip of God, to the ſtudy of his 
laws, and to the contemplation of 
ſuch objects as form the chief ends 
of our being. Since, then, by the 
goodneſs of God, and by his indul- 
gence to our wants, the thoughts and 
actions of men are enlarged to the 
various engagements of this ſcene in 
its buſineſs and purſuits, the obliga- 
tion becomes more cogent for ob- 
ſerving, with zeal and heedfuineſs, 
the ſtated calls which ſummon our 
attention to ſublimer things, and 
ſolicit our regard to more important 
intereſts. 


The frequent celebration of the 
praiſes of God, furniſhes a direct 


ac know - 


L 
acknowledgment of the power and 
goodneſs of the Creator > it holds 
out a continual profeſſion that we 
are his ſervants, and that we love 
his ſervice; it tends to preſerve men 
from infidelity, and from a groſs. 
addiction to the world, together with 
their attendant miſchiefs, error and 
vice. Nor need we heſitate to add, 
that ſuch exerciſes of the reaſonable 
faculties, whilſt they rank among the 
beſt oblations which we can offer, 
tend to the honour and glory of 
God. * TO 


Let us then encourage the per- 
fuaſion, that the regular and repeated 


tenders of our dutiful and fincere 


L 2 regard 
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regard will ſanctify the whole courſe 
and ſubſtance of our lives, and will 
advance us perpetually toward the 
land of peace and joy. Thus as 
we paſs through the ſeveral changes 
appointed by Providence, we may 
commend to God the ſucceſſive mea- 
ſures of our ſervice: hallowing the 
day which bears the name of our 
Redeemer, taking an open ſhare in 
all its duties, transferring the exer- 
ciſe of thoſe duties to our hours of 
privacy, and manifeſting throughout 
this portion of our lives a demeanour 
uniformly heedful and conſiſtent. 
An aſſurance will ariſe upon a care- 
ful and ſincere performance of this 
part of our duty, that God, who 
for 


FF 
for good purpoſes has ſo diſtinguiſhed. 
and appropriated theſe returns of 5 
time, fixing his ſacred image upon 
them, and drawing them as a tribute | 
to himſelf, will bleſs the right uſe and: 
application of them with peculiar 


favour. 
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